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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Van Andel, Allen will speak at commencement 
There will be a number of "firsts" occur-
ring when Grand Valley celebrates its winter 
semester graduates on April 28 at Van Andel 
Arena in Grand Rapids. 
For the first time, commencement will be held 
in two ceremonies: at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Also, 
the university will honor its first doctoral stu-
dents from physical therapy. 
The 10 a.m. ceremony will honor graduates 
from the College of Community and Public 
Service, Padnos College of Engineering and 
Computing, College of Health Professions, 
Kirkhof College of Nursing and Seidman 
College of Business. 
The 3 p.m. ceremony is for graduates 
from the College of Education, College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies and College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
David Van Andel, chairman and CEO of the 
Across Campus 
Panel on diversity 
initiatives will present 
report 
President Thomas J. Haas and three members 
of the Diversity Oversight Committee will pro-
vide information on recent diversity initiatives 
to the campus community on April 19. 
The event will be held in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center, starting at 2:30 p.m. A viewing 
area will be available in the DeVos Center, 
University Club Room. The event will also be 
webcast via Grand Valley's homepage, allow-
ing more students, faculty and staff members 
access to the information. 
Other committee members on the panel will 
be Provost Gayle R. Davis, Vice President for 
Planning and Equity Pat Oldt and University 
Counsel Tom Butcher. 
In November, President Haas appointed a 
Diversity Assessment Committee to research 
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Van Andel Institute, 
will be the morning 
commencement speak-
er. Martin J. Allen, 
chairman emeritus of 
the Gerald R. Ford 
Foundation, is the after-
noon speaker. 
Van Andel has served 
in various positions at 
Amway Corporation since 
David Van Andel 
1977. He is the current chair ofldeaSphere, 
Inc. , and most recently served as executive 
vice president and COO of Alticor's Pyxis 
Innovations Business Unit. A graduate of 
Hope College, Van Andel is also co-owner and 
chair of the Grand Rapids Griffins. 
Allen is the former senior vice president of 
Old Kent Bank. His involvement with the 
Grand Rapids area is extensive. He continues 
his commitment to the Ford Foundation as 
chairman emeritus 
and lifetime trustee. 
Allen also serves on 
the Grand Action 
Executive Committee 
and remains active 
with the organizing 
committee of the Fifth 
Third River Bank Run, 
which he co-founded 
30 years ago. 
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An alumna from New York City and a faculty 
member will be honored by Grand Valley's 
alumni. 
Gail L. Freeman, who graduated in 1978 with 
a bachelor 's degree in public administra-
tion, will received the Distinguished Alumna 
Award. Freeman has worked in philanthropy 
and non-profit management. Her leadership 
see 'Commencement' on page 2 
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current campus diversity initiatives and recom-
mend ways to comply with Proposal 2 and to 
increase diverse representation for a rich learn-
ing environment. 
The committee was divided into six subcom-
mittees: Teaching and Learning, chaired by 
Wendy Wenner; Enrollment Management, 
chaired by Lynn Blue; Employment, chaired 
by Jann Joseph; Purchasing/Contracts, chaired 
by Ester Burns; Support Services, chaired 
by Marlene Kowalski-Braun; and Donors & 
Scholarships, co-chaired by Diane Purgiel and 
John Heerspink. 
Recommendations from these six subcom-
mittees, as well as recommendations from 
University Planning and the Intercultural 
Advisory Council, will be presented. 
For more information about the Diversity 
Assessment Committee visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
dac and for more information about the event 
call x13296. 
Nagelkerk named to 
interim post 
Provost Gayle R. Davis announced that Jean 
Nagelkerk, assistant vice president for academ-
ic affairs, has been 
named Grand Valley's 
interim vice provost 
for health. 
She replaces Doug 
Kindschi; her new 
duties will start 
immediately and con-
tinue until June 30, 
2008. 
Davis said the vice 
Jean Nagelkerk 
provost for health is an important role, particu-
larly as Grand Valley develops its relationships 
with Michigan State University's medical 
school and strengthens its ties to other institu-
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
tions in the health care and research community in West Michigan. 
The West Michigan Science and Technology Initiative was formed in 
2003 as a partnership between the Right Place, Inc. , Van Andel Research 
Institute, Grand Valley State University, the City of Grand Rapids and 
Grand Rapids Community College. 
"Jean will serve as a prominent university voice in this arena," Davis said. 
"She will also work collaboratively with the deans of Health Professions 
and Nursing who will continue their involvement with the community and 
state in areas relating to the specific disciplinary expertise in their respec-
tive colleges." 
Wrestling team wins championship 
Nagelkerk has served on the Grand Rapids Medical Education and 
Research Center operational board for the past year, continuing her 
engagement with the local and national health care community. She is 
also a professor of nursing. Her previous responsibilities will be divided 
among other assistant vice presidents in the Provost's Office. 
Chamberlain named WMSTI interim director 
Grand Valley's club 
wrestling team won 
its fourth National 
Collegiate Wrestling 
Championship in 
Dallas, Texas, on 
March 10. The club 
team had two indi-
vidual national 
champions (Joe 
Mendez and Billy 
Johnson) and 13 Al/-
Americans. 
Linda Chamberlain has been named interim director of the West Michigan 
Science & Technology Initiative. She is taking on that role after current 
WMSTI executive director Matt Dugener announced that he is stepping 
down to take a position with the Lansing Economic Area Partnership. 
Commencement set for April 28 
"I am pleased that Linda Chamberlain will be taking the reins as executive 
director of WMSTI. Linda's qualifications and experience make her an 
excellent choice as interim director," Dugener said. 
continued from page 1 
Chamberlain will serve as the interim director until a formal search is con-
ducted for a permanent replacement. Located in the Cook-De Vos Center 
for Health Sciences, the West Michigan Science & Technology Initiative 
dedicates time to helping science and technology entrepreneurs commer-
cialize their discoveries. 
and expertise in that field has led to an appointment as vice chairperson of 
the Board of Governors for Indiana University 's Center for Philanthropy. 
An advisory committee member for Grand Valley 's Dorothy A. Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership, Freeman has taught at 
many colleges and universities. 
"Grand Valley is thrilled with Linda's willingness to step into the interim 
director role . This will allow WMSTI to continue to serve the life science 
industry with no apparent transition," said Jim Bachmeier, vice president 
for Finance and Administration. 
Ben Lockerd, professor of English, will receive the Outstanding Educator 
Award, as chosen by a survey of alumni. Lockerd joined Grand Valley's 
faculty in 1984 and is regarded as one of the country's foremost authori-
ties on the work of 20th century poet T.S. Eliot. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
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Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
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Jazmine Steele, student writer 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYli 
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine . 
Grand Valley State Uni versity is an 
affinnalive action/equal opportunity institution. 
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Dorival Puccini 
School of Music faculty member 
With influences from Brazil to Allendale, this Grand 
Valley trumpet instructor has seen and heard it all. 
He was born and raised in the tropics of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, and eventually made his way to the United 
States to study music at Grand Valley and Juilliard in 
New York City. 
When Dorival Puccini looked at photos of himself as 
a 4-year-old holding the trumpet, he said, "Music is 
the one thing that's always been very consistent with 
my life." 
Puccini 's father was a band instructor, so his passion 
for music came naturally. He said he can remember 
playing his first tune when he was 5. 
When attending college in Florida, Puccini met his 
music mentor, Richard Stoetzel, associate professor 
of music at Grand Valley. His dedication to becom-
ing a great trumpet player led him to Allendale. 
"It takes a lot of commitment to be a successful 
musician, and to develop your craft," he said. 
In 2002, Puccini graduated from Grand Valley and 
was one of four musicians chosen to attend Juilliard 
School of Music for a master 's degree. 
"It was a wonderful 
experience to be able 
to play under such phe-
nomenal conductors and 
alongside great musi-
cians," he said. "It's 
great to be a part of that 
community." 
Puccini works with 
students on a one-on-
one basis for private 
instruction. He also par-
ticipates in the faculty 
Dorival Puccini 
brass quintet and manages to get together with some 
friends from Juilliard to play in the Axiom Brass 
Quintet once a month. 
Aside from teaching and rehearsal, Puccini said he 
practices about four hours a day. He is currently 
finishing up a doctoral degree in musical arts at 
Michigan State University. 
"Everything you do in this profession, keeps on giv-
ing," he said. "Whether you ' re helping a student or 
playing for an audience, you get a chance to touch 
lives." 
Puccini also enjoys biking with his wife, Rachelle, 
and their dog, Godiva. 
What's Ahead 
Workshop on long term 
care insurance scheduled 
Asa Lakeman, financial adviser for John 
Hancock Financial, will lead two workshops on 
how to plan for long term care insurance. John 
Hancock Financial is a Grand Valley preferred 
provider for this type of insurance. 
Sponsored by Work Life Connections, the 
workshops are planned for Tuesday, April 10, 
noon-I p.m. , in Kirkhof Center, room 142; and 
Thursday, April 12, noon-I p.m. in the De Vos 
Center, room 499C. 
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife and 
click on "Training and Workshops." For more 
information, call x 18011. 
Bach-Around-the-Clock 
marathon set 
Bach-Around-the-Clock VI, a 12-hour mara-
thon performance devoted to the music of 
Johann Sebastian Bach, will be held on campus 
Wednesday, April 11, from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
As part of the Sixth Biennial Grand Rapids 
Bach Festival, the 
marathon features 
hundreds of student 
and faculty performers 
from six area colleges 
and universities at the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Music by Bach will 
also be performed 
throughout the day 
from the Cook Cari llon 
Tower by Julianne 
Ingrid Matthews 
Vanden Wyngaard, university carillonneur; 
Helen Hofmeister Hawley, minister of music, 
Westminister Presbyterian Church; and mem-
bers of the GVSU Carillon Collaborative 
including Karen Meyers, Loretta Lanning and 
Anna Colby. 
Grand Valley highlights include a special Arts 
at Noon Series concert featuring noted Baroque 
violinist Ingrid Matthews on a period instru-
ment. She will also give a master class at 3 
p.m. Matthews is the music director of Seattle 
Baroque, and one of today 's most respected 
exponents of her instrument. She won inter-
national critical acclaim for her extensive 
discography as a soloist, which ranges from 
the early 17th-century Italian repertoire to the 
complete sonatas and partitas for unaccompa-
nied violin of J.S. Bach. Matthews has served 
on the faculties of the University of Toronto, 
University of Washington, Indiana University, 
and the University of Southern California in Los 
Angeles. 
Admission is free for all events. For more 
information call x13484, or visit www.gvsu. 
edu/music. 
Student research 
displayed at SSD 
From a study of knitting in the 21st century 
to a look at using phyco fuels as a low impact 
alternative to petroleum, Grand Valley's Student 
Scholarship Day provides an opportunity for 
students to showcase an impressive array of 
academic work. 
Student Scholarship Day is Wednesday, 
April 11, from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on the Allendale 
Campus. Presentations are held in the Seymour 
and Esther Padnos Hall of Science, Henry Hall , 
Kirkhof Center, Cook-DeWitt Center and Calder 
Art Center. Among the many presentation topics 
are Indian and North American weddings, sedi-
ment in ice along the Thornapple River, human 
mitochondrial DNA polymorphism and public 
discourse in a democracy. 
Student Scholarship Day got its start in 1995, 
when a small group of science and mathematics 
facu lty members decided to create an event in 
which students could present their findings from 
faculty-mentored research to a university-wide 
audience. For this year 's event, more than 400 
presenters from all majors have signed up. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/ssd 
or send an e-mail ssd@gvsu.edu 
·Parenting 101 • session 
planned 
Parents or soon-to-be parents are invited to a 
workshop that wi ll be facilitated by Timberly 
Saunders, from Encompass. 
"Parenting 101" will be Wednesday, April 11 , from 
noon- I p.m. in the Kirhof Center, room 042. A 
pizza lunch will be provided. Saunders will lead 
discussion and share tips that relate to the profes-
sional and personal sides of parenthood. 
Register for the session, sponsored by the 
Children 's Enrichment Center and Work Life 
Connections, by calling the center at 895-4146 
or sending an e-mail to Sue Sloop at sloops@ 
gvsu.edu. 
·oedipus· performances 
planned this week 
Grand Valley's Theatre and Classics depart-
ments will present "Oedipus," Friday and 
Saturday, April 13-14, at 7:30 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
The production emerges from the Classical 
Theatre Workshop, an interdisciplinary class 
team-taught by William Levitan, from the 
Department of Classics, and Karen Libman, from 
Theatre. They are also co-directing the play. 
This version, translated by Ted Hughes from 
the classic story by Roman playwright Lucius 
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Performances of 'Oedipus' are set for Friday 
and Saturday in the PAC. 
Annaeus Seneca, presents a nightmare world 
of fear and passion, where human rationality is 
overwhelmed by the flood of forces beyond its 
control. 
An original score by Todd Lewis was created 
using synthesized sound to capture the eerie, yet 
lyrical, environment. 
Tickets are $6 for general admission. For more 
information call the LAT Box Office at x12300. 
Master kora player 
to perform at Grand Valley 
A West African musician and oral historian from 
the Gambia will perform at Grand Valley. This 
event is free and open to the public on Saturday, 
April 14, at 8 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall , Performing Arts Center. 
Performer Alhaji Papa Susso hails from a long 
line of griots, the traditional oral historians of 
the Mandinka people. A master kora player, 
Susso has been playing the African harp-lute 
since the age of 5, when he was taught by his 
father. 
For more information call x13484 or visit www. 
gvsu.edu/music. 
VAGTC offers program 
for importers 
The Van Andel Global Trade Center at Grand 
Valley is holding a program called "Importing 
Into the United States" on April 19. 
The program will provide importers with an 
overview of key areas that need to be addressed 
through internal processes and procedures 
to meet standards set forth in the Customs 
Modernization Act and the Import Regulations. 
The program will be led by Mikah Wisner, 
customs compliance manager for Meijer Inc. 
Wisner is responsible for all Meijer clearances 
at multiple ports of entry around the United 
States. He also serves as the ACE and C-TPAT 
portal administrator for the company. 
The program will be held in the Cook-De Vos 
Center for Health Sciences from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The registration fee is $300, or $175 
for VAGTC members. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., April 9 
Noon : History Colloquium. "Michigan's 
Celebrity Abolitionist: The Man with a 
Branded Hand," by Sean O'Neill. 1111 MAK. 
Call x 13298 for more information. 
Tues., April 10 
Noon: Work Life Connections Alzheimer 's 
Support Group. 242 KC. Call xl8011 for 
more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Long Term Care Insurance." 142 KC. 
Call xl8011 for more information. 
6 p.m.: Cafe Scientifique. Lake Michigan Center. 
Call xl3749 for more information. 
Wed., April 11 
10 a.m.-10 p.m.: GVSU Bach Around the 
Clock VI. CDC. Call x 13484 for more infor-
mation. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call xl2204 for more information. 
Noon: Children's Enrichment Center hosts 
Brown Bag Lunch. "Parenting 101." 042 KC. 
Call 895-4146 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Ingrid Matthews. 
CDC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: GVSU Chamber Orchestra Concert. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Thurs., April 12 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. Room 
varies. Call 361-5227, ext 31 for more infor-
mation. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch. "Long Term Care Insurance." 499C 
DEV. Call x18011 for more information. 
2:30 p.m.: Latin American Studies Lecture. "The 
New Latin American Left." 250 KC. Call 
x18110 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Art of Mathematics Lecture. 
"Mathematics in Stone and Bronze," by 
Claire and Helaman Ferguson. 102 HRY. Call 
x13431 for more information. 
8 p.m.: GVSU Trombone Studio Concert. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
Fri., April 13 
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
"Developing Team Commitment." 204 KC. 
Call x12215 for more information. 
Noon: Latin American Studies Lecture. "Deep 
Urban Change," by Francisco Sabatini. 174 
LSH. Call x18110 for more information. 
1 p.m.: East Asian Studies Lecture. "Rethinking 
of Wang Yang-Ming's Philosophy," by 
Guorong Yang. 250 KC. Call x18110 for 
more information. 
5:30 p.m. : GVSU Oboe Student Concert. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: "Oedipus." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 
for more information. 
Sat., April 14 
11 a.m.: Native American Association Spring 
Pow Wow. FH. 
VENTS 
7:30 p.m.: "Oedipus." LAT, PAC. 
8 p.m.: Alhaji Papa Susso Concert. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Sun., April 15 
3 p.m.: Concert Band Performance. LAT, PAC. 
Call x 13484 for more information. 
5 p.m.: Voices of GVSU Annual Spring Concert. 
Allendale High School. 
8 p.m.: Symphonic Wind Ensemble Concert. 
LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 for more information. 
Sports 
Tues., April 10 
3:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis hosts Spring Arbor 
College. 
Wed., April 11 
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Hillsdale College. 
Sat., April 14 
1 p.m. : Baseball hosts Wayne State University. 
1 p.m.: Softball hosts University of Findlay. 
Sun., April 15 
Noon: Baseball hosts Wayne State University. 
1 p.m.: Softball hosts Ashland University. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
WGVU Productions earned five awards from 
the Michigan Associated Press Broadcasters 
Association: Best Enterprise/Investigative 
Reporting for "Alcohol/Drug Ads," Honorable 
Mention for WGVU Radio, Best Enterprise/ 
Investigative Reporting for "High Gear 2006," 
Best Sports Feature for "Grand Valley State 
Sports Report," and Best Feature Story for 
"Germany Today." 
David Stark, assistant professor of history, gave 
a presentation, "Reconstructing the Experience 
of Enslaved Populations in 18th Century 
Arecibo, Puerto Rico, through the Use of Parish 
Registers," at the Fourth Annual Black History 
Conference held at Seattle University. 
John Hewitt, professor of criminal justice, 
gave two presentations, "The Dilemma of 
Evaluating Faith-Based Correctional Programs 
in Institutional and Community Settings" and "A 
Critical Construction of Childhood: Implications 
for Juvenile Justice," at the Academy of 
Criminal Justice Sciences Conference in Seattle, 
Washington. 
Caryn King, professor of education, and 
Stephen Mattox, associate professor of geology, 
co-wrote a book, Learning Through Inquiry: 
Weaving Science with Thinking and Literature, 
published by Christopher-Gordon, Inc. 
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, co-
wrote an article, "Links Among Attachment 
Dimensions, Affect and the Self For Broadly-
Generalized Attachment Styles and Relationship-
Specific Bonds," published in Personality and 
Social Psychology Bulletin. 
Mathematics faculty members Esther Billings 
and Pam Wells gave a presentation, "Deepening 
Prospective Teachers ' Content and Pedagogical 
Content Knowledge," at the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference in 
Atlanta. 
Mathematics faculty members Char Beckmann 
and Esther Billings gave a presentation, 
"Children's Literature: A Motivating Context to 
Explore Functions," at the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference in 
Atlanta. 
